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Chile and The Environment 2024
The Chile and the Environment module provides students with an overview of Chile’s rich ecological and geographical diversity, as well as the impacts brought 

about through climate change and economic development.  The module contextualizes the many different environmental conflicts that have affected 
communities throughout Chile in recent history and explores the political and social dimensions of these struggles.  The module also provides a perspective on the 

future regarding Chile’s environmental policies in the context of Chile’s constitutional process.  

Session Issue Contents Bibliography

1 A little bit of history
Democracy and the new 
challenges: what about 
environment

*Transition to democracy and 
environment
*The new topics
*International context "pressure"

1. Camus P., y Hajek E., (1998) Historia Ambiental de Chile (https://www.
ecolyma.cl/documentos/hist_amb_chile_v1.pdf)
2. Alaniz, J, 2019,Chile Environmental Histrory, Perspective and Challenges 
(https://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0718-
34022019000300249)

2 Institutionality
New generation instruments

*Introduction to Institutionality and 
Sustainable Development
*Challenges in Traditional Institutions
*Public Participation and citizen 
engagement
*Regulations and management 
instruments

3. Ley 19.300. LGBMA, Mensaje presidencial, 1992 (https://www.bcn.
cl/historiadelaley/nc/historia-de-la-ley/6910/)
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/22/12701
4. “Chile’s First Framework Law on Climate Change”
https://www.gob.cl/en/news/a-milestone-in-chiles-environmental-history-
from-today-we-have-our-first-framework-law-on-climate-change/

3 Sustainable development, 
the chilean way

*Sustainable Development in Chile: A 
Holistic Approach
*Chile’s Environmental Challenges
*Chile’s Commitment to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
*Chile’s Green Transition

Chile: Taking Action for Sustainable Development
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/Chile_Government.pdf
Aldunce Ide, P.et al, editores
https://repositorioslatinoamericanos.uchile.cl/handle/2250/3350105
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4 Climate change, the professional leagueIntroduction to Climate Change in Chile
Chile’s Climate Change Framework Law 
(Climate Act)
Paradigm Shift in Climate Governance
Shift from centralized climate action 
(Ministry of Environment) to multi-
sector response.
Obligations for government agencies, 
including largest emitters and 
vulnerable sectors.
Role of private entities in achieving 
climate goals.

“Climate Risk Profile: Chile”
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2021-
07/15916-WB_Chile%20Country%20Profile-WEB%20%281%29.pdf
“Adaptation to Climate Change in Ibero-American Countries: RIOCCADAPT 
Report”

5 Workshop: Analysis of the 
environmental conflicts
Case sutudy

Iconic projects:
Central hidroeléctrica Cuervo
Zona industrial de Mejillones (Zona de 
sacrificio)
Fundición Ventanas
Minicentral Hidroeléctrica Río Mañío, 
Bosch Rivera Ltda

https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/12411
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/12434
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/52
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/28756

6 Workshop: Analysis of the 
environmental conflicts
Case sutudy

Iconic projects:
Central hidroeléctrica Cuervo
Zona industrial de Mejillones (Zona de 
sacrificio)
Fundición Ventanas
Minicentral Hidroeléctrica Río Mañío, 
Bosch Rivera Ltda

https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/12411
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/12434
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/52
https://mapaconflictos.indh.cl/#/conflicto/28756

7 Socio environmental 
demands, a pending issue

*Introduction to Socio-Environmental 
Demands
*Understanding Environmental Justice
*Policy and Advocacy
*Climate Justice and Adaptation
*Ethics and Responsibility
*Main conflicts
Sacrifice zones (Quintero Puchuncaví, 
Huasco, Coronel, Tiltil, etc)
Environment as a human right

“All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate Crisis”,  
coedited by Ayana Elizabeth Johnson and Katharine Wilkinson
"Ghost Fishing, An Eco-Justice Poetry Anthology", Edited by Melissa Tuckey
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8 Gaps, challenges and 
opportunities 

*New generation rules
*Public participation and accountability
*Constitutional processes

Maynard, M. October 21, 2019. What Chile’s sacrifice zones tell us about 
the ongoing protests, Geographical (https://geographical.co.
uk/people/development/item/3448-chile-riots)
Costa E., (2020)Participación Ciudadana, conceptos generales, deliberación 
y medio ambiente. Santiago: DER
Social-Environmental Conflicts in Chile: Is There Any Potential for an 
Ecological Constitution?
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/22/12701.


